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Abstract

There is no lion animalni Bangladesh still live but haas lot of scuptors through
terracotta art inr@hitecture, whichare specially used as decorative as religiaspects through
the ages. Theidn is the king of the aninhaworld. They live in the plairand grassy hills
particularly. Due to these characteristics, the lioa baen considered through all ages in the
world as a symbol of royalty and protectiornvesl as of wisdom and pride, especially in Hiadu
Buddhist religion. In Buddhism, lions are symbolic of Bmdhisattvasin Buddhistarchitecture,
lion symbols araisal as protectors ddharmaand t her ef ore support the
and Bodhisattvas The lion symbol isalso used in Hindu tepte architecture as Jora Shiva
Temple, Akhrapara Mondir of Jaste. In Bangladeh, there are various types arl symbol
used in terracotta plaques of Ananda Vihara, Rupbhan Mura, and Shalban Vihara at Mainamati
in Comilla district, Vashu Vihara, Mankalir Kundo at Mahasthangarh in Bogra district and
Somapura Mahavihara at Paharpur in Naogaon district. This research has/ibgeto find out
the cultural significance of the lion symbol in HinBuddhist art and architecture of
BangladeshThis symbol is remarked as the development for the sociological archaeology and
architecture which are like an empirical style that dendtearistocracy for the life style. It
highlights to rebuild the societaplendid. They think that lion is their power god and goddess. In
this regard they design their palace with the symbol of lion. It also fallsdegpeningsocial
impact.
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1. Introduction

The fon is the most ferocious beast among wild creatures in the world. From the primitive era,
the lion is considered as the symbol of streragitli poweifor worshippingand through all ags

in the world as a symbol obyalty and protection asell asof wisdom and pride. In Asia, lions

are very familiar as well as have a lot of stomath mythology. Hindu and Buddhiseligion

havea significan role as a lion. In Buddhismiohs are symbolic of thBodhisattvas!¥ Lion

motifs areused as protectors &harmaand therefore supp@d fort he t hr one of 't he
and Bodhisattvas!'? The lion symbas arealso used at the entrance of the monasteries and
shrines possibly for the sameason. In ancient Bangladesh amgspnt Bangladesh and West
Benga] there are various types of lion metédsdepicted in terracotta plagues of Ananda Vihara,
Rupbhan Mura ah Shalban Vihara at Mainamati in Comilla district; Vashu Vihara, Mankalir
Kundo at Mahasthangarh in Bogra district; Somapura Mahavihara at Paharpur in Naogaon
district; Chandraketugarh, Vikhramshila Vihara tiee West Bengal and Shamsundar Tila at
Pilak in Tripura and so onsaaBuddhist monastg. Here the researchessldress the cultural
worth of the lion idea in Buddhist aritécture of Ancient Bangladesh amdpecilly present
Bangladesh portiofrom 8" century to 12 century and various types of resentation to
understand its origin and evaluation aslivas to analyzas apattern of interrelated meanings
gererated by the formation of th@h terracotta artAnd then, In Hinduism,idn is used with

Durga and Kali Goddesses in tiecient Indian Giilization and Indian Swgontinent. t is as an
emblem of many countries flag also at preserg i Lanka. Besides, the paior figurine
depicted as stucco in Jora Shiva Temple, Muroli, Akhraparaple, both are situated at Jaih
district of the SouthhWestern part of Bangladeshhe Shiva is the braver among all Gahd
Goddesses in the Hindu religion during the early periodthadtill now. Thus the researchers

see that various Shiva temgiailds in the ancient Bengal apdesent West Bengal angresent
Bangladesh. This research identifies eigtfinee plaques withidn images in three Buddhist sites

of Bangladesh which are Paharpur monastery aieshapura Buddhist Vihara, Shalvan Vihara

in Mainamati Lalmai hills, and Mahdstingarh fortified city sites especially from thB1t8 the

12" century. Lions, particularly male lions have been an important symbol for thousands of years
and appear as a theme in cultures acknsspe Asia, andAfrica. The most consistent depiction

is in keeping with their imageof the king of the jungle or king of thedasts!®! They are also

found at the entrance of the monasteries and shrines in the Northern area of Nepal, influenced by
Tibetan Budtlism and art. The iconographic aadionc or sculpture representation of the lion
originated in Persid? A lion-facedDakini, a tantric deity described as a female embodiment of
enlightened energy appears in Tibetan Buddhism. The Tibetan Buddhist form is known as
Simhamukhan Sanskrit andSeng Dongmain Tibetan ™ There is bondage of sociological
artistic style which only focusson their life features where the peofénk that lions are a great
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protectorany epidemic from the nature. The researchers explore that lion is their family and
palace relax retainer that is made by their social culture, archaeologychitécture

1.1Research Methodology

In this Research paper, the researchers baed Qualdtive and Quantitative methodology
under the social science survey pattern. And the secondary sources as literature books and
articles are used in this research pagerAPA style The authas haveworked field survey to
temple architettires and archaeolagl sites themselveand some pictures are takieom the
Archaeology Department of Bangladesh. The researchers think that this process leads to a
gualitative manner and etiquette through the mixed methodology.

2. Importance of Lion in Buddhist Literature

According toBuddhist Literature and Text, the researcherge found many name of the
Buddha used idatakatale - among them Lion of tedatakahas been represented to Buddha as
Shimhacrostuc jataka, Shimhacharma jataka, Monaja Jatékén according ¢ Dighanikaya
The Lion disappears definitely connecti8gnhaladvipa. e. present Sri Lanka with the lion of
the Sakyaswhichme ans t he Buddha by t he !iTMoeoaresnmanyne o f
literature in South Asia and South East Asia about Lion and many animals which are also we
learn from childhood as well @anchatantra, Eshopstory, Kalila-wa-Dimnaa nd s o on. A
lion plays a prominent part in the enumeration of Beddissattvéd s pri mal vy phy
characteristics, Mahapurusa Laksana ¥ as listed in the Mahapadanasuttantaof the
Dighanikaya Hi s upper body and hSiha Riphaddha kayoe I i ke
Sihahanu ®ifhanikaya XIV (Mahapadanasuttan}a A.J. Gailsays:Ai Pr obabl y t he ¢
figural representation of the Buddha is a token from Tillie Tepe, North Afghanistan (5G8C
AD) inscribed in Kharosthi.

The obverse side shows a herculean man pushing a wheah is called as
ADhr mac h ak k r(hevwaa sets m knation the wheel law). The revessde showsa
striding Siho W rg,at @ ithe ldiendvborichased away fear; seessman, 1987,
71ffig2 ) P dhe Il etter inscri ptail on apaifi@bddnibpgrapyot e s
of theB u d d WAtha tasmin samaye bodhisattvah simha iva vigata bhaya bhairavo asamtrastah
MMAiEngraskl ated by R. L. Mitra as fAdoubtless
idea of Shakyamunias a fearless lion is expressed in chapter. XV of lthétavistara:
i Si mho b al ia.n*¥@ndhe capital of theAsokapillar of Saranath in India a set of four
animals is depicteda lion, an elephant, a bull, a horse. This quartet is taken up not in India but in
the Buddhist art of Bengal, Sri Lanka, Nepal etc. Individually, these animals provide various
symbolical references to the career of the Buddha himself. Moredv@rh i woedds in the
Charchyyapadat 33 noPadaand 9 n o . islsaidinthatshilafffexhvear againsGhihe
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(1'ion) &% leacyoddmgtaBuddha Carithafi!| ( Buddha) a mymave

| ast

like lion gait...0 *¥ This structure seenthat this scenario proves that this style is made up their
social and economic struggle where the people look forward seeking peace of symbol and power
point symbol.The researchers think that this type of lionic symbol fesos their sociological

archaelogy and art and architectural beauty which reminds their faresn@ent gorgeous

motifs.

2.1Lion in Buddhist Architecture
This research paper depends on the bellow Table of Number of Lion figurine used in Buddhist
architecture of ancie®angladesh:

Sl. No. Name of the Site Plagues no|
1. Somapur Vihar, Paharpur 57
2. Shalban Vihar, Mainamati 13
3. Ananda Vihar, do 3
4, Rupban Mura, do 4
5. Ranir Banglo, do 1
6. Vashu Vihar, Mahasthangarh 4
7. Mankalir kundo, do 1
Total | 83

2.2 Paharpur Mahavihara, Naogaon

In Central Shrine of Paharpur \4ta, identifies fifty seveplaques of lion images. The

lion is standing on its back legs almost in similar stiflates 1,2). In two plaques the fronedis

are crosswise and in oqdaque the lion is lying. Foumages of the lioness are similar to the

standing images of the lioft¥ The plaque depicts the four part of an aged lBlates 3, 5),

which is concaied in an eched niche. The twdour legs of the lion are placed one above the

other and the eyes and the face of the animal have been treated in abstraction and with schematic
arrangements. Another terracotta plaque of lion, the niche has the look of a sGhakh
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window. This panel reminds a storyRanchatantra The title of the story is lion a talking cave.

[*9 Besides, an angry liorPate 4) plaque shows in the attitude of seeing something inside a
well (water tankKuya) The projection of th&uya or well over the ground is comparatively
smaler than the figure of lion. The lion has long mane and beards and has a long tail. this figure
of lion is concerned it is not naturalistically rendered but the sheer anger of a lion and his
forceful approachnside the well and its face and eyes have successfully captured the dramatic
elements that is narrated in the storyafichatantra*®

Moreover, There have been found also women lioness is watching her own face in well. A story
type terracotta plagughows a lion is sleeping and a monkey is trying to wake it up by pricking
into its ear. Although K. N. Dikshit said that so called monkey image is actually an image of a
fox. It seems to us that of the head, tail, and expression of the animal indicaten&ey.!*”

2.3Mainamati, Comilla

There have been found many loanimal figurine based corner bonding terracotta
plague(Plates6, 7, 9)in Shalban Vihara at Comill@ her e have one singl e he
lions plague shown separately on both sides of the corner to suit the especial architectural
requirement. The mane is shown with a series of falling curls, recalling the coiffure of Gupta
sculpture.™® The short curling tail and squat from of the body recall the form of lions in both
bronze and stone from this and subsequent centuries. From its middle, two sides of the plaque
seem ® be mirror images. Similarly the researchbave found this type teacotta plaque in
Paharpur central shrine, Vashu Vihar, Vikramshila Mahavihar at Antichak also. Recently
excavation in Shalban Vihar has been found vartgpss lion animal figurine decorated such
lion attacked to elephanPlate 8, lion with a mancorne bonding terracottaRlate 7), women
worship to lion Plate 10)and lion attacked a man. It is very interesting that there have been
found manyKrittimukha terracotta plaquedsrittimukha which is a decorative motif showing
the grinning face of a liorfor example Rupban Muf&? Ananda Vihar(plate 11)and so onOn
the other hand, During the Pala period, the plaque shows a stylizad/yalain Mainamati.l*”
It has the body of a stylized lion with a long tail and female head eTikeatescriptiorof sixteen
types ofVyalasin literature;Nara Vyalais being one of then”

2.4 Mahasthangarh, Bogra

The plaque of Vashu Yara displayed in MahasthangalMuseum has an image of a lion
and a rabbit. The background of the plague is ornamented by half circled design to indicate a
cave. Most likely, this plaque is also a representation of the rabbit and lion story of
Panchatantra The appearance of the imagees scenes that the rabbit is feeling guilty for being
late tobecmethe lion as his meal and the lion is listening to his excuse. Rea@mhvation
there has been found a corner bonding terracotta plague which is a two lion body and one head
type simlarly Shalban Vihar. In Mahasthangathis has been found another plaguéhichis a
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detached head drisimhaimage, which is may be Gupta period art. There is a human touch in
the treatment of its eyes andKaittimukha figure has been found which is hiated face of
Krittimukhahas bulging eyes and open moutA.

3. Lion in Hindu Temple Architecture

The pair ion is usedas a stucco including pséer, here its main materials dahat pilaster in
Shiva Temple fagade at Muroli (Kasba) under dastistrict (Plate 12).Here its main materials
areplasteré and then curved very low space. This stusanade by usually white lime and grey
redcolor. The researchers found then they understand it is aoealrid its mane, tail, and paws
are showingas a running posin. And another place the researchemse to notice that some
temple has lion motif mixed with horse, though some scholasgiveame of this type i. e. horse
shape lion. Therés found six or seven Shivaemple in Bengal wheres usedas this motif.
However, itds used in the main fa-ade and ove
the tenmple and place as follow: Jora ShivaoMlir (plate 12, Muroli, Jashore; Shila Roy
Mondir, Birampur, Jashore; Chanchra Shiva Templeartchra, Jashore; Putiya Shivaniple
(plate 14), Rajshahi; and Chandina Shivarmple, Cumilla.

3.1Jorbangla Shiva Temple, Muroli, Jashore
The stucco paneP(ate 12, is installed in the upper portion on the main entrance gate of
the JorbanglaShiva Temple, and is an exceptional one: Two $care formed by running
position and on the lower back side iMakara
3.2 Akhrapara Mondir, Muroli, Jashore
Akhrapara Mondir plate 13 contentis found in same illustration. At present it is very

fragile. The temple's survival is threatened by the newly established school nearby and the lack
of conservation efforts. The Bhubaneshwaniv& Temple, the largest Shivaemple in
Bangladeshare also contents sam®&uilt in 1823 by Rani Bhubonmoyee Devi, the widow of
Raja Jagat Narayan Roy, it overlooks the Si®agar Lake. In the sanctuary, lies very large
black basalt Shiva&inga, the largest in the country. The tempé now a protected monument.
Another signifcant Shiva Temple isti/a Temple, 18 -19" cent. Pekha, Surpur, Birbhum;
Chandranath ldva Temple, 1847js built by Raja Kishna Chandra; Nawaatna, Hatempur,
Birbhum; Four Shiva Temple, Charbangle groufickt. These are Baranagar, Murshidabad;
Mahadea Temple, 1732.D., Panchratna, Naldanga, Jaste; Siva Temple, 18 cent.
Naldonga, Jagire; and 8iva Temple, Ganchra,are built by Monohoor Deva, 1696 AD,
Jaslore.

This is Hinduism ritual also in Bengal from ancienteirihe women worship t&hiva and
the researchers and &lhow that Shiva is a husband of Durge if women visited to Shiva
Temple for this reason many tempiystem has thain this reason may dg ma 6akan Bion
as a symbol is including at the main entrance of temple gnmpanum ar ea. Basi c
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during the 18 and 14" century andit is very modern and British pedo This is why,the
researchers can say, they patroniz&argor who areusedasto the pair lion motif as a stucco
decoration of temple main entrance because of they wantasupée of British governor and the
researchers and ainhow well Muslim people, who argeot taking any helping minded with
British or for British. The pair lio motif isthe symbol of British from Victorian age as well as it
has a god meaning. Again the researchbesve noticed that liohasused Asoka pillar, which
uses more than earlier of British.

4. Lion in Hinduism

Shivais the second most important male geif Bengal Besides the usual Shivtingas
which ae mainly worshipped in the temples and under trees or in an open space, hundreds of
Shaivaimages e made during the Pala rule. Fralarule stone figures of Shiva are earAt
least three Pala rulesse adherents to Shaivisi?®! But before the Palaandthe Gaudauler
Shashanka (7th centuryy & devout Shaiva; his coins bear &mblem of a bull, the vehicle or
Bahanof Shiva. Shaiva images from Bengal the special forms ofaSare those of Uma
Maheshvara andsadashiva. A special feature of Shiva from Bengal is that the deity is
accompanied by his two consorts, Ganga and Gauri and by two male atteridamdi or
Nandin and Mahakala Shiva is shown mosthUrdhvalinga or phallus Erectum The
Mahisasurmardinimotif is common on many of the late medieval brick temple of Bemdadre
Durga riding her vehicle, lion is mostly accompanied by her daughters andSewesal books
in Sanskrit and Bangla have been written about Shiva. Among tBeivapuranaand
Lingapuranaare more noted®*

In the BanglaMangalkavyathe story of Shiva is an essential component of the canto about
gods. Shiva is worshipped @mnumber of occasions, such@tsvaratriin Magh Fairs are often
held on this occasion and offerings made to his symbol dfrtpam Shiva is also worshipped
in Chaitra, on the occasion of Shiv€ajan. ShiverGajanis still observed today in many parts
of the countryin Bangladesh

5. DISCUSSION

Firstly, the actual reality ofdn symbol has been experienced directly in meditation by those
highly realized beings lik&akyamunBuddha./”® The real nature of the symbol through their
pure vision and understanding even ordinary beings can recognize to some extent the real nature
of symbol. Another important thing is that, the terracotta art of Bengal, including that of
Paharpudefinitely betrays some different traits, &dcolor; at the same time & & partasan all
Eastern India art traditions. Hence some art matifsseen elsewhere are alsorgsent in
Bangladesh artomprisng that of Paharpur, Mainamati and Mahastie lion motifwhich is
one of these common mdifAll these plaques argociaeligious in character and are valuable
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materials for the study symbolsociaeligious life of Buddhist traditionadhapein Bangladesh.

Lion appeas in various rolesyhich are engaged in different activitiefggrming a fine gallery of
. - [26]

anionic.

The clay artist of Ancient Bangladeshave successfully utilized various art figurative
creding lyrical and textual scenes afidn motif is a one of such alluring figuseLion is as
emblem of royalty, symbol of Muryan art, referenceSikyaclan of SakyamuniBuddha, Roar
of lion as metaphor for Buddhist teachinds? It is mentionable that Mainamati Museum
dispays a plaque found at Shalbaih&ra which is the artighat has presented a decorated lion
which is in contrast with reality. In the plaque the mane of the lion is like petals around its face
and its eyes and eywows are slightly egraved. The researchemould like to say that, there
would have nosto sure find ot1 any lion motif decorated in any terracotta or any figure beside
bull in the Indis valley civilization, where the researchées/e found a certainly a lion stuck
with inscription of Buddha in Afghanistan during @entury B.C. Obviously, early ancient lion
symbol used in Mycenae at Persia. Now is the question is that how is it symbolized in ancient
Buddhist architecture through literal and textual context with general and rituals under
Buddhism. The researchersittk that Ancient Bengal hastaghest glorification in the field of
architecture. They intend to be a great like other civilization. Ancient Bengal is also a part of the
world famous civilization as Sind Civilization. Here the people desire to lead ifeemsla royal
administration where they mind that they have a long history and heritage that means a world
documentary heritage where the researchers, studiers and scholars will get an impressive
thinktank of Ancient Bengal.

On the above mentioned dissign after, we can classify of those lion figurine typologically in
five types as follow in the table:

SI.No. | Type/Style Characteristics Sites/places

1. Realistic Natural Lion Ananda Vihar, comilla

2. Mythical/ Naravyal, NrishimhaKirtimukha | Mahasthangarh, Rupban
Tantric mura, Ranir banglow,

3. Textual/Liter | Lion with women, lion with well, | Somapura vihar, Naogao

al (Jataka) | lion with rabbit, Lion in talking
cave, cross legs, Aged Lion/ olde

4, Ferocious Lion attacked to elepharitjon Shalban vihar, Comilla
attacked to man
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5. Architectural | Two body one head lion Shalban vihar, Somapura
component Vihar, Vashu Vihar

The researchefsave not been getting surely or original text about this as contemporary literature
form or any insriptional evidence. Thus is used to identify that this illustration including
temple archecture was three reasons B8stly, this type s come as a pleasuring of British and
British painting. Soit may be its cane by local influence and ritual stiized form by artists.
Secondly, if it come from Nepal or china, wher@h is the most sigficant for China and also
Nepal, then it oshousseas igley,e r Ndnguwpddindheiiodsa forir e
removing them from San/devil. Thirdly, lion is notBahanof Shiva, Shivads Bahanis Garur
cart butUma, who is called Durga and in here the autharewn by the myth andPuranasay to
themthatUma 6 ghani lion. Thus they uskon in Shiva temple. lon is a brave symbol and
fertile also. The researchers think tihéindu women believe I8va lingamis a symbolof fertile
and thus they go tohssa temple to worship it before of pregnancy for gettingt only good
position of fertilebut also getting good kids

6. CONCLUSION

In conclusionthe researchers may say possibly tlwat symbolis issued in HinduBuddhist
Art and Architecture under religious aspect like formation of Buddha, VehicMaojubarg
mythical as well as gradually is developed in influence by Hindu deiy u r g \dabas or
Chariotin Ancient Bengabnd West Bengadr present Bangladesihis paper examines about
the sociological archaeological formation where ancient Indian civilization and ancient Bengal
civilization. It has been designed for their life carav@he social stratification has built their
lion symbolical administered power where the people think that it is an empirical power symbol.
The researchers, scholars, studiers, students and critioeedsfurther study about this matter
for the better undetanding.
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Plate 1: Lion Standing on two legs, Plate 2: Standing on two legs, Lion terracotta
terracotta plaque, Paharpur, courtesy: Ab( plaque, Paharpur, Naogaon, Bangladesh
Khalek (DoA)

Plate 3: Lion face with cross legs (symbol| Plate 4: Lion with welkuya Paharpur, courtesy:
aged), Paharpur. Department of Archaeology of Bangladesh.
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Plate 5: Lion face with cross legs, Paharp| Plate 6: Corner bond terratat Shalban Vihar,
(after K.N.Dikshit). Mainamati, Comilla

Plate 7: Corner bonding terracotta , Shall Plate 8: Lion attacked to elephant, Shalban ViH
Vihar, Comilla
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Plate 9: Corner bonding plaque, tail like | Plate 10: Women worship to lion, Shalban Vihg
petal, Shalban Vihar, Mainamati Mainamoti, Comilla, Bangladesh.
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Plate 11kirtimukha Ananda Vihar, Platel2: Lion Stucco in main entrance, Jorban(
Comilla Shiva Temple, Muroli, Jessore.
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Plate 13: Lion in Akhrapara Mondir,
Muroli, Jessore.

Plate 14: Lion, Terracotta, Pancharatna Templ
Puthia, Rajshabhi.
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