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Abstract 

The study of extent of government contribution towards funding of secondary school in Enugu 

State, looks at the extent of government contribution towards improving the funding of secondary 

education in Enugu State. The paper x-rays the objectives of secondary education as enunciated 

in the National Policy of education. One research question and one hypothesis guided the study, 

the study was a descriptive survey. A sample of 1384 teachers made up of 447 and 937 urban 

and rural teachers respectively was used in the study. An 11 item questionnaire was used to elicit 

information from the respondents. The data collected was analyzed using mean and grand mean. 

From the findings, it was discovered that government contribute to a great extent towards 

improving the funding of secondary education. Consequently when the educational system is 

adequately funded, teachers’ salaries will be paid, other incentives provided, learning and 

instructional material will also be provided; teaching and learning will be more effective leading 

to the achievement of teaching and instructional objectives which will in turn lead to the 

achievement of the curriculum objectives 

Keywords: Government contribution, Funding, Secondary school, Education 

Introduction 

Education of all types and at all levels is the man‟s most potential instrument for over all 

development. It is also the only wire for continuous transmission and sustainability of the 

cultural values of any society. Ogbonnaya (2000) opines that education enriches individual‟s 

knowledge and develops their potentials.  
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Generally, the philosophy of Nigeria education is based on the following beliefs: 

a. Education is an instrument for national development and social change.  

b. Education is vital for the promotion of a progressive and united Nigeria.  

c. Education maximizes the creative potentials and skills of the individual for self-

fulfillment and general development of the society.  

d. Education is compulsory and a right of every Nigeria irrespective of gender, social status, 

religion, ethnic background and any peculiar individual challenges; and 

e. Education is to be qualitative, comprehensive, functional and relevant to the needs of the 

society Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2013). 

Secondary education is the education for children between the ages of 11 – 16 years. The 

education of children at this stage is faced with a lot of challenges occasioned by the period of 

adolescence and youthful exhauberances. That is why government should do everything to 

improve the funding of education at this level in order to achieve the curriculum objective of the 

secondary education which is very pertinent for national development. Secondary education is 

made up of junior secondary education otherwise referred to as Upper Basic Education with the 

stated objective as follows: 

a. Provide the child with diverse basic knowledge and skills for entrepreneurship and 

educational advancement; 

b. Develop patriotic young people equiped to contribute to social development and the 

performance of their civic responsibilities.  

c. Inculcate values and raise morally upright individuals capable of independent thinking, 

and who appreciate the dignity of labour and  

d. Inspire national consciousness and harmonious co-existence irrespective of difference in 

endowment, religion, ethnic and socio-economic background. FRN (2013). 

Furthermore, the senior secondary education which is part of the post basic education has its 

objectives as stated below: 

a. Provide holders of Basic Education Certificate and Junior Arabic and Islamic studies 

certificate with opportunity for education of higher level, irrespective of gender, social 

status, religious or ethnic background. 

b. Offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, disposition, 

opportunities and future roles. 

c. Provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-

professional grades. 

d. Provide entrepreneurial, technical and vocational job-specific skills for self-reliance and 

for agriculture, industrial, commerce and economic development.  

e. Develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of world‟s 

cultural heritage. 
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f. Inspire students with desire for self-improvement and achievement of excellence.  

g. Foster patriotism, national unity and security education with an emphasis on the common 

ties in spite of our diversity; and  

h. Raise morally upright and well-adjusted individuals who think independently and 

rationally, respect the views and feelings of others and appreciate the dignity of labour. 

The benefits the country as a whole stands to gain if the stated objectives of the secondary 

education are achieved cannot be over-emphasized, hence the need for adequate funding by the 

government Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2013).  

Inadequate funding is the bane of all educational problems. In this regard, Eze (2003) in Igbe 

(2014) stated that educational finance is controversial and has continued to pose problems in the 

management of education generally. Nworgu (1999) in Igbe (2014) asserted that in Nigeria, there 

appears to be a perennial shortage of funds for the educational system at all levels. There is no 

gain saying that education is an expensive venture which government at all levels should join 

hands together to sponsor. FRN (2013) pointed out that education is an expensive social service 

and requires adequate financial provision from all tiers of government for successful 

implementation of the educational programme. In 2011, the Enugu State Post Primary School 

Management Board observed that Enugu State has peculiar problems in funding of its secondary 

school (Igbe, 2014). Hence the drive to determine the extent of government contribution to the 

funding of secondary education in Enugu State.  The major issue of academic concern for this 

study is that without adequate funding, the achievement of the curriculum objectives of 

secondary education in Enugu State will be a mirage, payment of staff salaries will not be there, 

provision of facilities, for conducive learning environment-buildings, computers, learning and 

teaching materials etc to facilitate learning will be difficult. Therefore the problem of this study 

is to determine the extent of government contribution to the funding of secondary education in 

Enugu State. 

 

Research Question  

The following research question guided the study  

1. What is the extent of government contribution towards improving the funding of 

secondary education in Enugu State?. 

 Research Hypothesis:  

1. There is no significant difference between the mean ratings of rural and urban teachers on 

the extent of government contribution towards improving the funding of secondary 

education in Enugu state. 
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Method  

The design for the study was descriptive survey. The population for the study was 6821 made up 

of 2,237 urban secondary school teachers and 4584 rural secondary school teachers. The sample 

for the study was 1384 made up of 447 for urban secondary school teachers and 937 for rural 

secondary school teachers.  

Questionnaire was the instrument used in collecting the data on the extent of government‟s 

contribution towards improving the funding of secondary education in Enugu state.  

The questionnaire was developed by the researcher and validated by three experts, two from 

curriculum and instruction and one from measurement and evaluation. All from the Faculty of 

Education, Enugu State University of Science and Technology. The instrument had a reliability 

co-efficient of 0.77. The internal consistency of the instrument was determined using Croabach‟s 

Alpha reliability estimate. The questionnaire elicited responses from the respondents on the 

extent of government contribution towards improving the secondary education funding in Enugu 

State. 

Result: Table 1 shows the extent of government‟s contribution towards funding of secondary 

education in Enugu State.  

Table 1: Means ratings of respondents regarding the extent government is contributing towards 

improving funding of secondary education.  

            ITEMS                                   VGE           GE           LE        VLE      Total       X        decision 

1. Government has increased     521            600         83         180        1384         83          180 

Its budgetary allocation to  

Secondary education 

 

2. Government involves private        680         402          101         201        1384     3.12         GE 

Private individuals and corporate 

Bodies in funding secondary 

Education 

 

3. Government directs a great              504        420         390          70           1384      2.98        GE 

Percentage of funds to the 

Funding of secondary education 

 

4. Government lobby wealthy groups  584         400         210          190          1384     2.99        GE 

Wealthy groups and individuals to 

Sponsor secondary education. 

 

5. Government has met 26% budgetary   200     802        300            82           1384      2.80        GE 

Allocation of UNESCO every year 
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6. Government collects tuition and         312       540       201            331         1384        2.60       GE 

School fees from student to sponsor 

Secondary education. 

 

7. Government provides funds for         506       411       147            320          1384       2.79         GE 

Funds for library, materials, text 

Books and supplementary education 

 

8. Government has used direct and         308      550         322          204          1384       2.69      GE 

direct taxes and also property tax to 

Generate funds for secondary education. 

 

9. Government sought assistance           107        323      554       400       1384             2.09      LG 

     in form of grants and profitable 

capital projects in secondary  

Education. 

 

10. The amount of fund purported           420       522       321       121       1384            2.89      GE 

on secondary education by the  

Government are actually spent 

on it. 

 

11. Government has revamped printing    600     401       300          83      1384              2.80      GE           

industry to make it easy to produce 

books. 

 

Grand mean                                                                                                                   2.8       GE 

 

The above table indicated that all the respondents agreed to a great extent with items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. However their response to item „9‟ was to a low extent. Grand mean of 2.8 

was obtained. This implies that government‟s contribution towards funding of secondary 

education in Enugu State was to a great extent.  

Table 2: t-test of mean ratings of rural and urban teachers in Enugu state on the extent of 

government contribution to the improvement of funding of secondary education in Enugu state. 

 

GROUP 

Rural teachers 

Urban teachers 

N 

937 

447 

X 

2.69 

2.98 

SD 

6.70 

0.98 

DF 

 

1384 

t-cal 

 

1.67 

t-critical 

 

1.86 

Decision 

 

Not rejected  
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The result in table 2 showed that calculated t-value (1.67) was less than the critical value (1.86) 

the null hypothesis was not rejected. Therefore, there is  no significant different between the 

mean ratings of rural teachers and urban teachers on the extent of government contribution to the 

improvement of funding of secondary education in Enugu State. 

Discussion  

Based on the findings from table 1, it was discovered that government contributes towards the 

improvement of funding of secondary education to a great extent. This is in agreement with a 

previous Researcher-Mishkin (2013) who observed that funding of education in particular has 

continued to receive more attention. This is informed by the fact that education employs the 

highest number of individuals in the process of its deliverances. Education is also the most 

prominent instrument for rapid and sustainable all round development of any nation and equally 

an instrument for cultural propagation.  

Mishkin (2013) in Igbe  (2014) asserted that education is seen as a powerful vehicle for the 

equalization of economic opportunity, distribution of income and elimination of poverty. 

Because of the unquantifiable benefits of education, it is not surprising that almost all the items 

fashioned to generate response on the extent of government‟s contribution towards improving the 

funding of secondary education in Enugu State received positive response. The grand mean of 

2.8 was an indication that government contributed to the improvement of funding of secondary 

education in Enugu State to a great extent.  

 

Conclusion  

Based on government‟s deep concern on education and huge financial commitments involved, 

teachers and every person involved in the delivery of instruction should be monitored to ensure 

commitment so as to achieve the curriculum objectives of secondary education in Enugu State, 

as it has been discovered that government plays its own role of funding to a great extent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IJMSS        Vol.05 Issue-04, (April, 2017)            ISSN: 2321-1784 
International Journal in Management and Social Science (Impact Factor- 6.178) 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories 

International Journal in Management and Social Science 

http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- irjmss@gmail.com Page 396 

References 

Abaraka, B.C. (2009). Education, focusing on funding of education and modern  

ways for financing African education in general. www.utexas.Edu (retrieved on 

0/3/2014). 

 

Adetoro, J.A. (1992). Determinant of Public expenditure in education.  

www.journals.org11411270840 

 

Adaralegbe, K.P. (1990). Free Education a depressed economy and wide spread  

unemployment. New perspectives in Nigeria Education (ed). Kayode Ajayi and Yaiwo 

Ajayi, Ibadan:Vantage Publishers.  

 

Adenuga, B.A. (2002). Education Sector: Financing and government spending in  

Nigeria. https www.unilorin.edu.ng  

 

Afogbuom, F.C. (2005). Cost and financing of education in Nigeria: The case of  

Ibadan Polytechnics. Trends in vocational education in Nigeria. NERA. 

 

Ayodele, J.K. (1996). Education in the service of humanity. Ibadan: the  

Educational Research and study group. 

 

Adesina, H.T. (1990). The development of modern education in Nigeria. Ibadan:  

Heinemann.  

 

Aguba, R.C. (2005) Adequate funding as a Basic for Effective Implementation of  

the Universal Basic Education. Nigeria Journal of Quantitative Education 1 (1) pp.44-48 

 

Amechi, N.F. (2000) “Functions of various Agencies in Funding Universal Basic  

Education scheme in Nigeria”. Journal on the Universal Basic Education, 1(1-6) 

 

Aniagbaoso, T.O. (1993). “Strategies for Financing Education with less reliance on  

government grants”. Nigerian Educational Journal. Vol. 1 (2): 6-12 

 

Agbo M.C. (2009). Funding of Education, a position paper presented at a Seminar  

at Ministry of Education Enugu State, 2009. 

 

Agbo, M.E. (2001) School as a Living Organization. Benin Lantern Publication.  

 

Aderelegbe, C.P. (1990). Changing Phenomenon in the Nigeria Educational  

System. New Perspectives in Nigeria Educational.  

 

Aghenta, C.J. (1995). Organization and Management Universal Basic Education in  

Nigeria. Academic Congress Publication 2000. 32-52 

 

Balogun, P.A. (2009). Hedemony and Sovereign Equality: The interest contiguity  

in funding education. New York: Springer.  

http://www.utexas.edu/
http://www.journals.org11411270840/
http://www.unilorin.edu.ng/


IJMSS        Vol.05 Issue-04, (April, 2017)            ISSN: 2321-1784 
International Journal in Management and Social Science (Impact Factor- 6.178) 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories 

International Journal in Management and Social Science 

http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- irjmss@gmail.com Page 397 

 

Blunkett, L.N. (1999). Passages in academic life and the field of finance. Journal  

of applied finance and spring summer.  

 

Bassey, S.U. (2000). Strategies for Funding UBE. International Journal Research  

in Basic and Life-long Education, 1(2): 10-12. 

 

Central Bank of Nigeria (2002). Annual Report and Statement of account. Abuja  

Central Bank of Nigeria.  

 

Chioma, A.P. (1990). Funding education in a depressing economy. Conference  

paper of NAERA Convection held at University of Port-Harcourt. March 4, 1990. 

 

Davis, 1.1. (2012). School Governance. Benin Meks Publication. 

 

Davis, I.I. (2012). Inadequate funding of education in Nigeria. Its implications for  

National Development. Book of reading Eagle Press.  

 

Eze, G.I. (2003). Educational financing. Logos Becks Publication.  

 

Ezeocha, P.A. (1990). School Management and Supervision. Owerri: New African  

Publishing Co. Ltd May 9. 

 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). National Policy on Education. Government  

Printing Press Lagos.  

 

Homas, P.A. (2014). Rational Choice Theory. Ways in which the production  

distribution and consumption of goods and services are organized through  

money. http:/finance.com (retrieved on 3/2/2014). 

 

Herman, R.E. (2013). Approach to School Funding, Canada: ktie Peter‟s publisher.  

Hasiam P.T. (2012). Challenges in funding of education. Producing of a  

workforce.  

 

Igbe, C.O. (2014) unpublished M.Ed. Dissertation, Enugu State University of  

Science and Technology (ESUT). 

 

Igwe, S.O. (1999). Community Financing of Schols in Eastern Nigeria: Ibadan  

Pergamum Press. 

 

Ikediegwu, P.N. (2007). Educational Finance and School Business Management  

Enugu, Cheston publication limited.  

 

Kwapon, A.A. (1995). “Meeting the challenges of education in Africa. In B.  

Onimade and R. synge(eds), Issues in African Development”.  

 



IJMSS        Vol.05 Issue-04, (April, 2017)            ISSN: 2321-1784 
International Journal in Management and Social Science (Impact Factor- 6.178) 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories 

International Journal in Management and Social Science 

http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- irjmss@gmail.com Page 398 

Mushkin, G.H. (2013). The funding of education. (global edition). 

 

Marriam, T.P. (1998). Community Financing of Education. Pergamen Press. 

 

National Policy on Education (2004:18-19) 

 

Nigeria Educational Constitution (1999). Responsibility of Education in Nigeria.  

 

Nworgu, B.G. (1999). Education Research: Basic Issues and Methodology. Ibadan:  

Wisdom Publications Limited.  

 

Ngoka, B.E. (2003). School Funding in a Developing Nation. Owerri: Zik  

Publication.  

 

Nworgu, P.G. (1991). Education and their perception: Case Against its under  

development. www.uniport.edu.ng.  

 

Nnabuo, P.O.M. (1997). Strategies for Improved Educational Funding in Nigeria:  

Dynamic of Educational Administration and Management (Nigeria Perspective) Awka: 

Meks Publishers Ltd.  

 

National Education Association (2002). Our Position and action on education  

funding. www.nea.org (retrieved on 5/3/2014). 

 

Ndu, F.B. (1997). Dynamics of Educational Administration and Management.  

(Nigeria Perspective). Awka: Meks Publisher Ltd.  

 

Obi, N.S. (2004). Educational Planning in Contemporary Nigeria. Jamoe  

Enterprises Nig.  

Olaitan, S.O. Eyo, A. Sowinde, E. (2000). Research Skills in Education and Social  

Sciences. Onitsha: Cape Publishers International Ltd.  

 

Obijiofor, B.C. (2010). The funding of education in Nigeria. Guardian Newspaper  

of Saturday, August 29, 2010. 

 

Olaniyi, K.O. (2002). Nature of Public funding of education Nigeria.  

www.academicjournals.org/text.dif 

 

Olaitan, H.K. (2005). Strategies for Reducing the Finances Constraints on  

Implementation of Education in National Policy on Education. Ibadan: Kay  

Publishers. 

 

Oghenta, C.O. (1995). Organization and Management of Universal Education in  

Nigeria. Academic Congress Publication.  

 

Ozigi, M.A. (1990). Handbook on School Administration and Management. “Daily  

http://www.uniport.edu.ng/
http://www.nea.or/
http://www.academicjournals.org/text.dif


IJMSS        Vol.05 Issue-04, (April, 2017)            ISSN: 2321-1784 
International Journal in Management and Social Science (Impact Factor- 6.178) 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories 

International Journal in Management and Social Science 

http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- irjmss@gmail.com Page 399 

Independent. 1
st
 January, 2013. 

 

Ogbonnaya, G.I. (2009). Strategies for Community Participation in the Funding of  

Education”. The Universal Basic Education Journal 1 (1):30-40. 

 

Punjab, R.M. (2013). Roles of Non-Governmental in Education. Lagos: African  

Press. 

 

Pomona, H.C. (2014). Corporate, Military and Government Alumni Groups.  

(retrieved on 23/1/2014) 

 

Patricia, A.P. (2013). A playbook for Research Methods. Integrating Conceptual  

Frameworks and Project Management. New Forum Press. Retrieved from http. 

Wikipedia 31/11/2014. 

 

Swiley, H.B. (1990). Corporate Finance Theory. (retrieved on /2/2014). 

 

The Enugu State Ministry of Education (2013). 

Tola, I. (1990). “Theory Questions of Education Funding in Nigeria. Daily Times,  

March 16, 1990. 

 

Ukeje, B.O. (2000). Nigerian Educational System. Lagos: Iyke Publication.  

 

UNESCO, (2011). International Conference on Educational Planning. Final report  

Paris: UNESCO , 6
th

 – 14
th
 August, 2011. 

 

Yusuf, F.E. (2010). Resourceful Financial Management. A Panacea for  

Sustainability in a Depressed Economy, Pakistan Journal of Social Science 347-350. 

 


