
IJMSS        Vol.05 Issue-10, (October 2017)            ISSN: 2321-1784 

International Journal in Management and Social Science (Impact Factor- 6.178) 

A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories 

International Journal in Management and Social Science 

                                                          http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- irjmss@gmail.com                              Page 285 

EXPLORING THE TRADITIONAL COSTUMES OF WESTERN 

RAJASTHAN: A CULTURAL TAPESTRY 
 

Dr. Prerna Saxena
1*

 
1
 Department of Textile Dyeing and Printing, Govt. Girls Arts College, Kota,  

Rajasthan, 324001, India. 

*Email: naiprerna@gmail.com 

 

Abstract: 

This paper delves into the rich cultural heritage of Western Rajasthan through an examination of its 

traditional costumes. The paper focuses on three prominent examples: Ghagra-Choli, Pagri and 

Bandhej, and Odhni. Each costume is explored in terms of its design, craftsmanship, cultural 

significance, and evolving role in contemporary fashion. The research highlights how these 

costumes reflect the region's traditions, identity, and artistic traditions. Efforts to preserve and 

promote these costumes are discussed, emphasizing their importance in sustaining the cultural 

legacy of Western Rajasthan. Overall, the paper showcases the enduring beauty and significance of 

these costumes as cultural treasures. 
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Introduction: 

The traditional costumes of Western Rajasthan play a significant role in reflecting the rich cultural 

heritage and diversity of the region. With vibrant colors, intricate designs, and exquisite 

craftsmanship, these costumes not only serve as a form of adornment but also encapsulate the 

essence of Rajasthani traditions and customs. This research paper aims to delve into the traditional 

costumes of Western Rajasthan, highlighting four prominent examples that showcase the region's 

unique sartorial heritage. 

 

1. Ghaghra-Choli: 

In the vibrant and culturally rich region of Western Rajasthan in India, one cannot help but be 

mesmerized by the colorful and exquisite traditional attire worn by the locals. Among these 

enchanting costumes, the Ghagra-Choli stands out as a symbol of grace, tradition, and beauty. Let's 

delve into the world of Ghagra-Choli and its significance in the cultural tapestry of Western 

Rajasthan. 

The Ghagra-Choli is a traditional ensemble consisting of a long, flared skirt called the Ghagra, and 

a fitted blouse known as the Choli. This outfit, predominantly worn by women, showcases the 

elegance and allure of Rajasthani culture. The Ghagra, often made of vibrant and richly 

embroidered fabrics, is pleated and embellished with mirror work, sequins, and intricate 

threadwork, adding a touch of opulence and grandeur. 

The Choli, on the other hand, is a form-fitting blouse that accentuates the curves of the wearer. It is 

crafted with great precision, featuring detailed embroidery and mirror work, reflecting the skill and 

artistry of Rajasthani artisans. The ensemble is typically accompanied by a colorful and ornate 

dupatta (scarf), which enhances the overall beauty of the attire. 

The Ghagra-Choli holds immense cultural and historical significance in Western Rajasthan. It is 

deeply rooted in the traditions and customs of the region, symbolizing femininity, grace, and 

celebration. It is commonly worn during festivals, weddings, and other auspicious occasions. The 

attire not only reflects the rich heritage of Rajasthan but also showcases the craftsmanship of local 

artisans who meticulously create these stunning garments by hand. 

One cannot discuss the Ghagra-Choli without mentioning the timeless appeal it holds. Despite the 

changing trends and influences of modern fashion, this traditional costume has managed to retain 
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its charm and allure over the years. It has not only found its place in the wardrobes of Rajasthani 

women but has also gained recognition and popularity globally. 

Today, the Ghagra-Choli is not limited to festive occasions but has also become a fashion 

statement. It is often seen on fashion runways, in Bollywood movies, and at cultural events, 

captivating audiences with its beauty and elegance. Designers and fashion enthusiasts are 

continuously reinventing the Ghagra-Choli, experimenting with fabrics, patterns, and styles, while 

keeping the essence of the traditional attire intact. 

The Ghagra-Choli is not merely a piece of clothing; it is a reflection of the rich cultural heritage 

and artistic traditions of Western Rajasthan. It embodies the spirit and resilience of the people, 

serving as a visual representation of their identity and traditions. As it continues to captivate the 

hearts of people around the world, the Ghagra-Choli stands as a symbol of the timeless beauty and 

enduring legacy of Rajasthani culture. 

 

2. Pagri and Bandhej: 

The Pagri, also known as the turban, holds immense significance in Rajasthani culture. It is not just 

a mere piece of cloth worn on the head but a symbol of honor, valor, and pride. The Pagri is 

traditionally worn by men, and its style and color can often signify a person's social status, 

occupation, or community affiliation. The intricate art of tying a Pagri is passed down through 

generations, with each fold and knot carrying a symbolic meaning. The cloth used for Pagris is 

usually richly embroidered or embellished with sequins, beads, or even precious stones, making it a 

true work of art. It is fascinating to witness the myriad hues of Pagris adorning the heads of men 

during festivals, weddings, and other special occasions, adding a regal touch to their appearance. 

Bandhej, also known as Bandhani, is another remarkable form of traditional clothing found in 

Western Rajasthan. Derived from the Sanskrit word 'Bandhan,' which means to tie, Bandhej refers 

to the tie-and-dye technique used to create intricate patterns on fabric. Bandhej is often associated 

with vibrant colors, intricate designs, and a sense of celebration. The art of Bandhej involves tying 

small portions of fabric with threads before dyeing them, creating captivating patterns ranging 

from dots and lines to more elaborate motifs like peacocks and flowers. The resulting fabric is then 

used to create stunning garments like sarees, turbans, and odhnis (traditional scarves). Bandhej has 

gained immense popularity not just within Rajasthan but also across the country and beyond, with 

fashion designers incorporating this art into their collections. 

The combination of Pagri and Bandhej forms a harmonious blend, reflecting the essence of 

Western Rajasthan's traditional attire. The vibrant Pagri beautifully complements the intricately 

designed Bandhej garments, creating a visual spectacle. Together, they exemplify the region's rich 

cultural heritage and the indomitable spirit of its people. 

In recent years, there has been a revival of interest in traditional clothing and crafts. Efforts are 

being made to preserve and promote the art of Pagri and Bandhej by organizing workshops, 

exhibitions, and fashion shows. These initiatives not only provide a platform for artisans to 

showcase their skills but also help in sustaining the cultural legacy of Western Rajasthan. 

As we delve into the world of Pagri and Bandhej, we are captivated by the artistic brilliance and 

cultural significance of these traditional costumes. They serve as a reminder of the vibrant 

traditions and the artistic prowess of the people of Western Rajasthan. In a rapidly changing world, 

these timeless creations continue to be cherished and celebrated, symbolizing the pride and 

heritage of this enchanting region. 

 

3. Odhni: 

The Odhni, also known as the Chundari or Chunri, is a long, flowing veil that is draped over the 

head and shoulders of women. It is a symbol of modesty and femininity, representing the cultural 

ethos of the region. Made from various fabrics like silk, chiffon, or cotton, the Odhni features 
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intricate embroideries, mirror work, and vibrant patterns that showcase the exquisite craftsmanship 

of the local artisans. 

The colors of the Odhni play a significant role in reflecting the cultural heritage and beliefs of the 

people. In Western Rajasthan, vibrant hues dominate the palette, with shades of red, orange, 

yellow, and green being popular choices. These colors are believed to bring good luck and 

prosperity, and each shade holds a symbolic meaning within the local traditions. For instance, red 

signifies marital bliss, while yellow is associated with fertility and abundance. 

The draping style of the Odhni varies across different communities and occasions. The most 

common style is the "ghoonghat," where the Odhni is pulled over the head, covering the face, and 

providing a veil of privacy for married women. On festive occasions or weddings, the Odhni is 

draped in a manner that showcases the intricate designs and embellishments, creating a stunning 

visual spectacle. 

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the Odhni serves as a cultural identifier. It is an integral part of the 

traditional attire for women in Western Rajasthan and is worn with pride during festivals, 

weddings, and other auspicious occasions. The Odhni symbolizes the wearer's connection to her 

roots, her adherence to customs and traditions, and her respect for the rich heritage passed down 

through generations. 

Over the years, the Odhni has evolved to cater to contemporary tastes while preserving its 

traditional essence. Designers and craftsmen have experimented with fusion styles, incorporating 

modern elements into the traditional Odhni to make it relevant in today's fashion landscape. This 

blend of tradition and innovation has helped the Odhni gain popularity not just in Rajasthan but 

across the country and even internationally. 

 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, the traditional costumes of Western Rajasthan, including the Ghagra-Choli, Pagri 

and Bandhej, and Odhni, are a vibrant tapestry that reflects the region's rich cultural heritage. 

These costumes serve as more than just clothing; they are symbols of identity, pride, and tradition. 

Each attire holds immense significance and has evolved over time while retaining its essence. 

The Ghagra-Choli, with its colorful and intricately embroidered skirts and fitted blouses, embodies 

femininity, grace, and celebration. It continues to captivate people globally, transcending 

boundaries and becoming a fashion statement in its own right. The Pagri and Bandhej, with their 

regal turbans and tie-and-dye garments, represent honor, valor, and celebration. The combination 

of these two elements creates a harmonious blend that showcases the artistic brilliance of 

Rajasthani culture. 

The Odhni, a long veil draped over the head and shoulders of women, symbolizes modesty and 

femininity. It is a cultural identifier, worn with pride during festive occasions and weddings. The 

Odhni's vibrant colors and intricate designs reflect the beliefs and traditions of the region, and it 

continues to evolve through fusion styles that merge tradition with contemporary elements. 

Efforts are being made to preserve and promote these traditional costumes, with workshops, 

exhibitions, and fashion shows showcasing the artistry of local artisans. These initiatives help 

sustain the cultural legacy of Western Rajasthan and keep the traditions alive in a rapidly changing 

world. 

In conclusion, the traditional costumes of Western Rajasthan are not mere garments; they are 

cultural treasures that represent the region's history, customs, and artistic traditions. As they 

continue to captivate hearts and gain recognition globally, they serve as a testament to the enduring 

legacy of Rajasthani culture and the skill and craftsmanship of its people. 
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