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ABSTRACT 

Everyone has the right to an education. It is one of the primary measures of progress in society. 

As a whole, females' education is lacking in India. Some initiatives are made by the government 

of India to improve Muslim girls' access to education. The purpose of this article is to inquire 

into the current state of Indian Muslim female students and their educational standing in the 

Muslim community. The influence of educating girls is far-reaching. The most visible social and 

economic advantages are reduced rates of fertility, infant mortality, and mother mortality. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Girls of the Muslim Faith in India and the Struggle for Equality in Education In rural India, 

Muslim females are particularly marginalized and ignored by the rest of society. This stunts their 

growth as a whole. Muslim girls have a head start because of Islam, but sexism and feudalism 

have pushed them down. The Purdah is a symbol of the inaccessibility to public spaces for 

girls(veil). This was a significant barrier to females' access to school. Girls who practiced Islam 

were not allowed to leave their homes beyond the age of 12, preventing them from continuing 

their education in a Maktab or Madrasha. 

The orthodox patriarchal pressure was the primary challenge for Muslim women. Modern 

Muslim girls have come a long way thanks to their education, despite the fact that conservative 

norms prevail in the Muslim world. That led to changes in their viewpoint, worldview, and way 

of thinking, which eventually affected the whole Muslim community. Earnings had a significant 

effect on access to education and the practice of Purdah. 

As more and more well-educated Muslim girls entered the workforce and civic life, purdah's 

restrictive influence waned. Around the middle of the nineteenth century, a teaching method 

known as the Zenana System was implemented, in which students were taught in their own 

homes. Modern Muslim feminists were educated girls who fought against the norms of their 

community. The government began making extra efforts after 1857 to ensure that Muslim 

females could attend school. 

The Islamic community's apathy and even antagonism to female education was noted by the 

Fourth Quinquennial Review of Education as a major factor in the field's lackluster performance. 

In the late 19th century, NawabFaizunnesa opened a progressive school for purdanasin girls in 
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Coomilla, ushering in a new era for the education of Muslim females. However, since India 

gained its independence in 1947, there has been no discernible improvement in Muslim girls' 

overall development. 

The government of India has often formed committees charged with investigating Muslim 

society's relative lack of progress in the fields of education and the economy. A lack of resources 

has been cited as the primary cause of illiteracy among Muslims in India by many committees. 

Some committees have found that as compared to the rest of Indian society, Muslims are poorer, 

less educated, and less politically and socially active. The Indian government designated them a 

"National Educationally Backward Minority" in 1993. According to the Sachar Committee's 

findings, just 5% of Muslim children attend officially recognized schools, while another 10% 

attend both recognized and unrecognized institutions, and the other 91% do not have access to 

any kind of formal education. Only a small percentage of students actually graduate from high 

school, and over 90% of those who start do not finish. 

In Muslim communities, many parents tend to believe that their daughters do not need an 

education. Muslim females have a higher dropout rate because they are more likely to be taken 

out of school early for marriage if they are enrolled. The scarcity of secondary schools catering 

to female students, of female professors, of female-only dorms, and of female-only scholarships 

are further contributing factors. In the early 20th century, a number of girls rights movements 

formed, advocating for issues like as girls' education, increasing the legal marriage age, and 

doing away with the veil altogether. Girls of all ages and backgrounds tended to veil in all 

societies. A resolution condemning the veil was approved in 1929. 

As early as 1930, the Muslim Educational Conference concluded that veiling was on the decline 

thanks to the public opposition of leaders like Mohammed Ali Jinnah and the Nizam of 

Hyderabad. In the 21st century, however, it is obvious that the veiling of Muslim girlsis no 

longer an impediment to their access to education. Many Muslim nations have seen a dramatic 

increase in the educational success of their veiled female population. In the Muslim community, 

like in other parts of society, females' educational attainment lags much behind that of boys. The 

patriarchal structure and outlook of certain societies, as well as individual poverty and economic 

backwardness, are two factors at play here. As opposed to urban centers, these issues are more 

prevalent in the rural regions of poor, undeveloped nations of the third world. 

LITERATURE REVIEW  

Hussain, dr et.al (2018).Gains in individual well-being and societal advancement both depend 

on, and are predicated on, educational opportunities for all members of the community. The 

uneven access to education between the sexes is a reflection of the gendered social order that 

exists today. Even in countries where educational initiatives and reforms have helped females 

gain ground, such as India, they remain at a disadvantage compared to their male counterparts. 

As a group, Muslims have the lowest level of education in India, with Muslim girlseven farther 

behind. It has recently come to light that Muslim females in India are falling behind their non-

Muslim counterparts. Despite Islam's religious focus on educating females, many Muslim 
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communities remain educationally behind for a variety of sociological reasons, including large 

family sizes, poverty, unfavorable attitudes toward girls' education, a disconnect between 

madrassa and Western education, etc. The study's overarching goal is to shed light on the plight 

of Muslim girls education in India, including the barriers they confront and the causes of their 

marginalization. 

Satyajitsaha (2020)A society's growth, wealth, and general well-being all hinge on the quality 

of its educational system. Everyone knows that schooling is crucial to a child's healthy growth 

and development. This is especially true for females, who are often the most marginalized and 

overlooked members of society. Few social science studies have focused on the Muslim 

population of India, and even fewer have focused on Muslim girlsand girls in West Bengal, 

leaving a huge gap in our first-hand knowledge of the Muslim community. This study makes an 

effort to examine the educational opportunities available to Muslim females in the Chapra block 

of West Bengal. Even though India has been an independent nation for 72 years, Muslim 

girlscontinue to be an underrepresented group, especially in the country's economic and political 

spheres. This research project aims to gather sufficient data to determine the educational progress 

of Muslim females in a chosen block in the Nadia district in West Bengal. Minority 

representatives from the neighborhood development agency would also be contacted. This 

research relies on both primary and secondary sources, therefore its findings should have a 

significant effect and be of use to both the public sector and non-profit organizations. 

Firdausbano (2020)Girls access to education in India has improved greatly since the country 

gained its freedom. There was a rise in the number of institutions catering specifically to girls 

education. The number of Muslim females enrolled in and graduating from high school and 

university likewise rose considerably over time. There is a growing trend among Muslim 

families to provide equal educational opportunities for their girls and boys. The majority of 

females in the villages attend schools, whereas the majority of city girls attend secondary 

schools. Muslim girlsand girls in our nation are increasingly participating in and benefiting from 

the contemporary educational opportunities that are available to them today. However, progress 

in improving Muslim girls' access to education and its subsequent impact on their lives is slow 

and, at times, painful. This is because, for so long, Muslim girls have been kept in the shadows 

and have lived a life of submission, making the vast majority of them fearful of the prospect of 

radical change. 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF MUSLIMS IN INDIA: AN OVERVIEW/SCOPE FOR 

IMPROVEMENT 

Scholars and other governmental and non-governmental organizations have not conducted 

sufficient research on the causes of their educational disadvantages. Every study, poll, and 

commission created by the government has reached the same conclusion: Muslims are the least 

educated group in the nation. 

In 2006, the Prime Minister of India oversaw a high-level group on this issue; it is often known 

as the Sachar Committee. A committee determined that they are just as academically behind as 
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Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), and Other Backward Classes (OBCs), and that 

they have even less access to educational opportunities (OBCs). As schooling improves, their 

degree of knowledge declines. One-fourth of Muslim children between the ages of 6 and 14 have 

either never attended school or are dropouts, according to the research. Matriculation rates 

among Muslims are lower than the national norm, at 17% for those over the age of 17 compared 

to 26% for all students. The national average for high school graduation is 62%, while just 50% 

of Muslims who finish middle school will go on to high school (Ministry of Education, GOI). 

Compared to other groups in India, they lag behind when it comes to education levels across the 

board, including literacy, average school years, and enrollment in high schools and universities. 

When compared to the national average of 74.4%, the literacy rate among Muslims is much 

lower, at 57.3%. Muslims make up a small percentage of India's population, yet their literacy rate 

is significantly lower than that of any other minority group in the country. Hindus make up the 

bulk of the population, and they have a literacy rate of 66.4%. In India, 71.8% of Buddhists, 

74.3% of Christians, and 67.5% of Sikhs can read and write. This data demonstrates that among 

India's religious groups, Muslims have the highest illiteracy rate. Muslim girls had a greater 

literacy rate than girls from SCs and STs, but a lower rate than other girls (Times of India, 2020). 

Muslims had the lowest representation in higher education compared to other groups, including 

SCs, STs, and OBCs, according to the All-India Survey on Higher Education Reports (AISHE) 

(conducted by MHRD, GOI). Below is a table displaying the results of the survey. 

 

Source: AISHE Reports 

According to the data shown above, the Muslim population has increased its participation in 

higher education by 26.92 percent between 2010-11 and 2018-19. This compares to increases of 

20 percent for STs, 25 percent for SCs, and 23 percent for OBCs. This clearly demonstrates that 

Muslims have the best growth rate among all of these populations, while having the lowest 

enrolment percentage. 

It's common knowledge that a person's level of education and competence has a significant 

impact on his or her community's success or failure, and that in the current era (the "knowledge 
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society"), it's next to impossible to live independently and with respect without some level of 

formal education. 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GIRLS’ EDUCATION AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

FACTORS IN INDIA  

The educational and social systems of India's many diverse communities might provide for 

interesting case studies. The education of girls in India has been hindered by a variety of social 

issues, including traditional conservative beliefs, early marriage, child labor, and structural and 

institutional barriers. Men have a higher literacy rate (80.9% vs. 64.6%) than girlshave (64.6%), 

demonstrating a gender gap in education. 

While it may seem that India as a whole lends credence to the claim that undereducated girlshold 

down the country's economy, a deeper look at the correlation between education and 

socioeconomic status among states shows a more nuanced picture. Comparing states is a great 

way to show how education is both a cause and a consequence of social and economic problems. 

Girls literacy is greatest in Kerala, a state in southern India. There, it is at 91.98 percent. 26.9% 

of female students and 19.3% of male students in Kerala are projected to continue their education 

after high school. When compared to the other states in India, this one has the 11th highest GDP. 

When compared to the rest of India, where only 65.46 percent of adults can read and write, Bihar 

has a very high female literacy rate, which has its roots in the state's long tradition of prioritizing 

the education of females. 

This is reflected in the increased number of girlsworking in fields such as academics, the arts, 

politics, administration, festivals, and social change. Girls in Kerala are able to inherit property 

and make their own marriage decisions, contributing to one of the lowest rates of child marriage 

in India. One of the most direct correlations between education and social change is the low 

fertility rate in Kerala, which was reached in 2011, two decades before the all-India goal year. 

Girlswho have completed higher levels of education are more likely to have employment choices 

that require more time than a woman can devote to raising a large family. The state's newborn 

and child mortality rates are the lowest in India, a worldwide indicator of education's 

transformative power, since females there are more likely to feel competent and capable in 

caring for their children and more knowledgeable about health practices. The state with the 

lowest female literacy rate is Rajasthan, with 52.66 percent. In Rajasthan, male students make up 

20.8% of those enrolled in higher education, while female students make up just 14.9%. The 

difficulty of the comparison is shown by the fact that Rajasthan is rated higher than Kerala in 

terms of GDP (ranked 9th out of all Indian states) despite Kerala's lower overall ranking (11th). 

Although Kerala has a greater percentage of female citizens who are literate and who apply to 

colleges and universities, Rajasthan has a bigger GDP. This highlights the intricacies of the issue 

and the disparities that exist between regions where it is assumed that educating more girls 

would stimulate economic progress. When compared to Kerala, where there are more than 1,000 

females for every 1,000 males, Rajasthan's sex ratio of 800-900 females per 1,000 males may be 

indicative of a less privileged attitude toward women. Dropout rates are especially high among 
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females in the cotton industry in Rajasthan, and child marriage is still a problem there, both of 

which discourage girls from continuing their education. The vast number of children who cannot 

attend school and the communities that do not value education because of a lack of infrastructure 

are additional economic factors leading to poor literacy in Rajasthan. Unexpectedly, boosting 

educational opportunities and infrastructure might help break the poverty cycle that contributes 

to child labor in Rajasthan, where it is the top reason of children not attending school. Rising 

literacy and poverty rates among both sexes in Rajasthan may be attributed in large part to the 

state's increasing social recognition of girls value and the elimination of child labor, as well as 

the availability of more educational options for girls and men. 

Graduate Muslim Girls to Get Rs 51,000 'ShaadiShagun' from ModiGovt 

According to News 18, the program's goal is to boost enrollment at postsecondary institutions. 

Those who have received the Maulana Azad Education Foundation-funded Begum HazratMahal 

scholarship (BHMS) are eligible to receive additional funding under this proposed plan. Girls 

from minority faiths, including as Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, and Parsis, make 

up the BHMS's pool of exceptional candidates. 

The Ministry of Minority Affairs has given the go-ahead for the Maulana Azad Education 

Foundation's plan. 

This program, known as ShaadiShagun, is designed to increase participation in higher education 

among underrepresented populations. 

The ShaadiShagun program is not available to girls whose parents earn more than Rs 2 lakh per 

year. 

The Maulana Azad Education Foundation's Treasurer, Shakir Hussain Ansari, has noted that 

families of Muslim girls and minority communities are often conflicted over whether or not to 

prioritize their daughters' marriage or education. 

The organization intends to provide a comprehensive explanation of the proposal on its website. 

In 2003, the administration of Atal Bihari Vajpayee established scholarship programs for 

economically disadvantaged members of minority groups. Before this, minority community girls 

who excelled academically were awarded a monthly stipend of Rs 12,000 till they completed 

high school. 

Steps to be taken to Improve Muslim Girls’ Participation in the Schools 

Thankfully, the perspective of Indian Ulema groups on girls' access to modern education has 

shifted significantly during the last several decades. This is due, in part, to the fast evolution of 

girls roles, education, work, and political awareness in many Arab nations. Many Indian Ulema 

as a result have altered their views on the proper place of girlsand the importance of education 

for girls. As a result, more and more schools are being established in India to provide Muslim 
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girls with an education that incorporates both Islamic and Western tenets. And surprisingly, 

some of the most traditionally orthodox Ulema groups are among those leading the charge on 

this topic. Religions like the Deobandi and the Ahl-e Hadith Perhaps this picture cannot be seen 

in your browser. Girls-only Madrasas and schools, as well as hybrids between traditional 

Madrasas and contemporary schools, have been established by Ulema. So, too, the Jam 'at-e 

Islami, and especially there in Kerala. 

This is a fantastic turn of events. Yet, there is still a long way to go in terms of ensuring that 

Muslim girls have equal access to secular and religious education. The Ulema must quickly 

elaborate and, in many instances, alter their stances on the matter. Personally, I think it's 

important that Muslim girls and girls have the same educational opportunities as Muslim males. 

Nothing in Islam would forbid this practice. To what end should Muslim girls not be able to 

work as engineers, physicians, journalists, attorneys, and social workers? There is a dire demand 

for Muslim girls to work in these fields. They should be visible in all relevant facets of society. It 

is possible for a woman to excel in her roles as a Muslim, wife, mother, and employee. A lady 

like her might be an inspiration to those who look up to her. If this opportunity is denied to 

Muslim women, paradoxically in the name of Islam, it would only serve to strengthen ultra-

secularism, defined here as an intolerance or lack of religion in public life. In 2009 

(MaulviWarisMazhari) 

To further enhance the educational opportunities for Muslim females in India, I have a few 

further suggestions. 

1. As citizens, Muslim girls in our nation deserve equal access to education, and the government 

should act immediately to close the disparity in opportunities they face. 

2. The government should keep track of the educational attainment and completion rates of 

Muslim girls, as well as the rates at which they drop out of school. 

3. Those involved in activism, organizations, and policymaking should make the information 

accessible to the public and encourage its usage. In order to assess the situations of Muslims and 

other populations and make appropriate policy adjustments to achieve fairness, such data would 

need to be quantitative, qualitative, and comparative. 

4. In order to avoid seeing all Muslims as the same, it is crucial that accurate records be kept that 

differentiate between gender, location, socioeconomic status, caste, language, etc. 

5. Government development programs in areas where Muslims are a majority should be planned 

and executed in a way that takes their population size into account. 

6. Plans for progress must also take Islam and the Muslim community into account if they are to 

be successful. Some of the most significant barriers to Muslim education, especially for Muslim 

females, are mandatory co-education beyond a specific grade level and textbooks with Hindu-

centric or anti-Muslim bias. The way in which these problems are treated and tackled must be 

done with care. 
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7. The local community, especially Muslims and other underrepresented groups, must be 

included in the design and implementation of development initiatives. 

8. The Muslim-dominated neighborhoods of Delhi need to see a more visible presence from the 

civil society or NGOs. 

9. There is a need in the Muslim community for the religious Ulema to be sensitized so that they 

can rally parents to support the education of their daughters. That way, via their writings and 

speeches, they may aid the public and rally support for a cause. 

10. The media, legislators, bureaucrats, and NGOs all need to be brought into a conversation 

about the social, economic, and educational difficulties Muslims face. 

11. Education reform for Muslim minority must take into account their lower socioeconomic 

level. 

12. During times of hardship, Muslim females are often the first to be removed from their 

educational programs. This situation emphasizes how helpless they are and how little say they 

have in anything. 

13. Girlsof the Muslim faith and their loved ones should be especially well-versed in the 

protections afforded by the law. 

14. To encourage Muslim females to pursue higher education, the government could host a legal 

awareness camp in mostly Muslim areas. 

CONCLUSION 

Insightful and reassuring confirmations and insights arise from the data reported in this research. 

The choice to put money into a child's education may be heavily influenced by their family's 

socioeconomic status. These results underline the importance of parental education in shaping a 

girl's educational trajectory. Research also shows that a father's level of education is more 

significant than a mother's. However, this finding does not understate the value of a parental 

education. This means that a decrease in income has a detrimental impact on girls' access to 

school. Results show that educating girls and girls has far-reaching effects on society. Fewer 

births, fewer deaths, and fewer deaths among mothers are only a few of the measurable societal 

advantages of reducing fertility and newborn and maternal mortality. If we want to guarantee 

that individuals of both sexes have equal access to resources, rights, and opportunities, we need 

to do all in our power to close the gender gap in education. Muslim communities must 

acknowledge the value of education if they are to support the education of Muslim girls. It is 

time for madarsas to evolve into 21st-century learning institutions where students may get both 

religious and professional training. The Muslims must update their outlook on learning and 

embrace the new curriculum. Anthropologists and sociologists have a responsibility to research 

the educational standing of Muslim women, analyze the current condition of education among 

them, pinpoint all obstacles, and provide solutions. 
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