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Abstract 

The vibrant tapestry of Rajasthani folklore, rich with its heroic ballads, poignant romances, and 

whimsical fables, has long served as a bedrock for cultural identity and storytelling in the arid 

lands of Rajasthan. Yet, it is in the modern narratives of literary giants like Vijaydan Detha that 

these ancient tales find a fascinating new lease on life, demonstrating a profound intertextual 

relationship where the past informs, challenges, and is reinterpreted by the present. Detha, 

affectionately known as 'Bijji,' masterfully engages with the vast reservoir of Rajasthani oral 

traditions, not merely as a conservator, but as a dynamic innovator, forging a unique literary 

landscape that is both deeply rooted and strikingly contemporary. At its core, the intertextuality 

between Rajasthani folklore and Detha's works lies in the conscious and often subversive 

engagement with shared narrative frameworks, character archetypes, and thematic concerns. 

Detha’s stories frequently begin with the familiar echoes of folk tales – the clever princess, the 

naive king, the cunning merchant, the benevolent saint – characters instantly recognizable to 

anyone familiar with the local oral tradition. However, Detha rarely offers a straightforward 

retelling. Instead, he deftly weaves these established elements into new plots, often twisting 

conventional expectations and pushing the boundaries of moral ambiguity. For instance, a 

common folk motif of a hero overcoming insurmountable odds might, in Detha’s hands, become 

a commentary on the futility of heroism or the arbitrary nature of power, as seen in his 

celebrated collection Baatan ri Phulwari (A Garden of Tales). 
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Introduction 

Rajasthan, the land of kings, evokes images of majestic forts, vibrant colors, and a rich cultural 

heritage. Beneath the surface of its stunning architecture and captivating landscapes lies an 

equally compelling realm: its folklore. Rajasthani folklore is not merely a collection of tales; it is a 

living, breathing testament to the region's history, values, beliefs, and the indomitable spirit of its 

people. It is a vibrant tapestry woven with threads of heroism, devotion, romance, and the 

mystical, offering a profound insight into the Rajasthani psyche. (Walia, 2022) 

At the heart of Rajasthani folklore are its epic ballads and heroic narratives. Tales of legendary 

warriors like Prithviraj Chauhan, Rana Sanga, and Maharana Pratap resonate with valor, 

sacrifice, and unwavering loyalty to their land. These stories, often recited by bards (Bhats and 

Charans) accompanied by traditional instruments like the Ravanahatha or Kamaicha, serve not 

only as entertainment but also as a moral compass, instilling courage and a sense of duty in 

successive generations. The tragic love stories of Dhola Maru, Moomal Rathi, and Sohni 

Mahiwal, though often culminating in separation or death, speak of enduring love, devotion, and 

the longing for union against all odds. These narratives highlight the romantic and passionate 

disposition often attributed to the region's inhabitants. 

Beyond the grandeur of kings and queens, Rajasthani folklore is deeply rooted in the lives of 

common people and their interactions with the supernatural. The veneration of local deities, 

known as Lok Devtas and Lok Devis, forms a significant part of this tradition. Figures like Pabuji, 

Gogaji, Ramdevji, and Teja Ji are not mythological gods but historical figures who performed 

extraordinary deeds, often sacrificing their lives for the welfare of their communities. Their 

stories, propagated through oral traditions and vibrant painted scrolls called Phads, are imbued 

with miracles and a deep sense of justice, offering hope and solace to the faithful. Similarly, 

tales of benevolent spirits, mischievous jinns, and even fearsome witches (Daakins) populate 

the local narratives, reflecting a close relationship with the spiritual world and a belief in unseen 

forces. (Verma, 2021) 

In an increasingly globalized world, the preservation of Rajasthani folklore is more crucial than 

ever. While modern entertainment offers new avenues, the enduring power of these traditional 

tales lies in their ability to connect generations, transmit cultural values, and foster a sense of 

identity. Efforts by cultural organizations, academic institutions, and local communities to 
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document, promote, and reinterpret these narratives through various mediums, from scholarly 

publications to animated films, are vital. 

"Dohri Zindagi" (literally "Double Life") in a Rajasthani context is prominently associated with a 

short story by the renowned Rajasthani writer Vijaydan Detha. This particular story, "Dohri 

Zindagi" or "New Life," explores themes of alternate sexuality, subversion of patriarchal norms, 

and gender equality within the framework of Rajasthani folk culture. 

The story centers around two girls, Beeja and Teeja, who are married off to each other due to a 

deceit by their fathers who are motivated by greed and the desire to avoid dowry. Despite the 

initial shock and societal outrage, the two women choose to continue their "same-sex" marriage, 

finding companionship and love, and eventually establishing an independent life. Detha's work 

uses traditional folklore elements (like ghosts and magical realism) to address contemporary 

socio-political issues and challenge rigid societal structures. 

Detha's genius lies not in mere replication but in his transformative re-imagination of these 

traditional elements. He acts as a critical interpreter, using the familiar lens of folklore to dissect 

contemporary social realities, question ingrained patriarchal norms, and challenge oppressive 

power structures. Many of his stories, while appearing to be simple fables, subtly critique issues 

such as gender inequality, caste discrimination, and the hypocrisy of religious institutions. For 

example, his short story "Dohri Zindagi" (Double Life) might draw on the folk trope of a 

deceptive character, but Detha uses it to explore the complexities of identity and societal 

pressures in a way that resonates with modern sensibilities. The intertextual dialogue here is not 

just about recognition; it's about re-evaluation. (Singh, 2021) 

Literature Review 

Bhatnagar et al. (2020): "Dohri Zindagi" illuminates the often-suppressed anxieties and desires 

of women within a patriarchal Rajasthani society. The story implicitly critiques the institution of 

dowry and the commodification of women in marriage. By having the women choose their own 

path, even if it leads to exile, Detha champions individual agency and challenges the notion that 

a woman's life is solely defined by her role within a conventional marital framework.  
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Choudhury et al. (2021): The "new life" in "Dohri Zindagi" is not just a geographical shift but a 

radical redefinition of their identities and relationships, demonstrating that true fulfillment can be 

found beyond the confines of societal validation. 

Kumar et al. (2022): "Rajasthani Dohri Zindagi," as exemplified by Detha's story, is a testament 

to the enduring power of human spirit in seeking truth and happiness. It challenges superficial 

judgments and societal hypocrisy, urging a deeper understanding of love and identity. It reminds 

us that even within seemingly immutable traditions, there exist narratives of subversion and self-

discovery, where individuals, like Beeja and Teeja, choose to live a "double life" – one that 

conforms to external appearances, and another, more authentic one, lived on their own terms, 

echoing a timeless human yearning for freedom and genuine connection.  

Mehta et al. (2022): Detha's story serves as a vital reminder that true culture is dynamic, 

capable of embracing diverse lived experiences, and that often, the most profound truths are 

found in lives lived outside the lines. 

Intertextuality Between Rajasthani Folklore and Detha’s Modern Narratives 

Rajasthan, the land of vibrant colors, majestic forts, and rich folklore, often conjures images of 

tradition, chivalry, and deeply entrenched social customs. Yet, within this seemingly rigid cultural 

landscape, stories emerge that challenge the very fabric of convention, offering glimpses into a 

"Dohri Zindagi" – a double life – that transcends societal expectations and carves out new paths 

for self-discovery. One such powerful narrative is Vijaydan Detha's acclaimed short story, aptly 

titled "Dohri Zindagi" or "New Life," which has become a profound lens through which to 

examine themes of gender, sexuality, and patriarchal subversion in a Rajasthani context. 

Rajasthani folklore is a multifaceted jewel, reflecting the soul of a land steeped in history and 

mysticism. It is a powerful reminder that stories are not just narratives; they are the bedrock of 

culture, carrying the echoes of the past into the present and shaping the aspirations of the 

future. As long as the desert winds whisper tales of valor, love, and devotion, the vibrant 

tapestry of Rajasthani folklore will continue to enthrall and inspire. 

The essence of Rajasthani folklore is also captured in its vibrant music, dance, and artisanal 

traditions. Folk songs, often spontaneous and reflective of daily life, narrate stories of love, 

labor, festivals, and the changing seasons. The captivating performances of the Kalbelia 
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dancers, with their snake charmer origins, and the mesmerizing Ghoomar, a traditional women's 

dance, are not just artistic expressions but embodiments of the stories and cultural nuances 

they represent. Even the intricate designs of block prints, the vibrant hues of tie-and-dye fabrics, 

and the exquisite mirror work on textiles often draw inspiration from motifs and narratives found 

in the region's oral traditions. 

Detha’s narratives are deeply imbued with the symbolic language and cultural nuances of 

Rajasthani folklore. The desert landscape, the significance of water, the hierarchy of castes, the 

intricate rituals, and the earthy wisdom of the common folk, all find their way into his prose, often 

serving as crucial symbolic backdrops or driving forces for the narrative. The very language 

Detha employs, a robust and idiomatic Marwari, is a testament to his commitment to preserving 

and elevating the linguistic heritage of Rajasthan, bridging the gap between spoken folk 

narratives and written literary art. This linguistic intertextuality ensures that the stories retain 

their authentic flavor while reaching a wider audience. 

Furthermore, Detha’s intertextual approach often involves a deliberate demystification of the 

supernatural and the mythical. While Rajasthani folklore is replete with magical creatures, divine 

interventions, and fantastical events, Detha often grounds these elements in human psychology 

and social dynamics. A magical transformation in a folk tale might, in Detha's narrative, be 

explained through a character's delusion or a clever trick, thereby shifting the focus from the 

extraordinary to the ordinary, from the realm of the mythical to the tangible realities of human 

experience. This demystification adds a layer of realism and psychological depth, inviting 

readers to look beyond the surface of the folk tale and engage with its underlying human truths. 

Detha's "Dohri Zindagi" is not a mere fable but a poignant exploration of societal deceit and 

individual resilience. The narrative unfolds with a deceptive pact between two miserly fathers 

who, driven by the avarice of dowry, orchestrate the marriage of their two daughters, Beeja and 

Teeja, to each other. What begins as a cruel trick, however, transforms into an unexpected 

journey of love and companionship. Upon discovering the truth of their "same-sex" union, 

instead of succumbing to despair or societal pressure, Beeja and Teeja choose to defy the 

norms. They embrace their unique bond, forge an independent existence away from the 

judgmental gaze of their village, and, with a touch of magical realism typical of Detha's 

storytelling, even find supernatural protection. 
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This "Dohri Zindagi" portrayed by Detha is multifaceted. On one level, it represents the 

deceptive façade maintained by the fathers, living a "double life" of ostensible respectability 

while engaging in morally questionable acts. More significantly, it embodies the courageous 

"double life" adopted by Beeja and Teeja. They initially live a life prescribed by patriarchal 

expectations, and then consciously choose an alternative existence that, while ostracized by 

society, offers them genuine happiness and autonomy. Their decision to stay together, to 

nurture their relationship despite societal outrage, is a powerful commentary on the human need 

for connection and authenticity, irrespective of conventional definitions. 

Detha, a master of Rajasthani folk tales, skillfully uses traditional storytelling elements to deliver 

a profoundly modern message. The incorporation of ghosts and fantastical elements in "Dohri 

Zindagi" serves not merely as narrative embellishment but as a symbolic representation of the 

forces that protect and validate the protagonists' unconventional choices. These elements 

highlight the idea that even in the face of rigid social structures, there exist unseen forces or 

inherent human desires that can defy the status quo. 

Conclusion 

The intertextual relationship between Rajasthani folklore and Vijaydan Detha’s modern 

narratives is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon. Detha, with his profound understanding 

of and reverence for the oral traditions of his land, engages in a continuous dialogue with the 

past. He not only preserves the essence of these ancient tales but also breathes new life into 

them by subjecting them to contemporary scrutiny, infusing them with psychological complexity, 

and using them as a vehicle for social commentary. Through this intricate weaving of old and 

new, Detha demonstrates how folklore is not a static relic of the past, but a living, evolving entity 

that continues to inform, challenge, and enrich the narratives of the present, ensuring the 

enduring legacy of Rajasthani storytelling for generations to come. 
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