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Abstract

This paper explores the transformative and contested impact of globalisation on the
contemporary world order. It analyzes globalisation through multiple theoretical lenses—realist,
liberal, Marxist, and constructivist—while tracing its historical evolution and assessing its
implications for state sovereignty, global governance, economic inequality, cultural identity, and
international security. The study reveals tijciss hat while globalisation fosters integration,
technological advancement, and interdependence, it also intensifies inequalities, undermines
traditional sovereignty, and provokes political backlash in the form of nationalism and populism.
International institutions, though central to managing global issues, face challenges of legitimacy
and representation. The paper argues that globalisation does not signify a uniform trajectory but
rather a complex interplay of integration and resistance, giving rise to a reconfigured, multipolar
world order. It concludes with a call for a more equitable, inclusive, and cooperative global
system that balances openness with resilience and sovereignty with solidarity.

Introduction

Globalisation has emerged as one of the most transformative forces shaping the contemporary
international system. As a multifaceted phenomenon, it has redefined how states interact, how
economies function, how cultures evolve, and how governance is conducted at multiple levels.
From the rapid spread of technology and capital to the interconnectedness of trade, migration,
and communication, globalisation has altered the structure and dynamics of world order. This
paper explores the complex and contested impact of globalisation on world order. It examines
the historical evolution of globalisation, evaluates its theoretical foundations, and analyzes its
consequences for state sovereignty, international institutions, economic inequality, cultural
identity, global governance, and security. While globalisation has fostered unprecedented
integration and interdependence, it has also generated new tensions, asymmetries, and
contradictions that challenge existing power structures and norms. This article argues that the
global order is being reshaped by the twin forces of deepening global integration and rising
resistance to it, necessitating a critical reassessment of the principles and institutions
underpinning international relations.

Theoretical Perspectives on Globalisation

The study of globalisation spans several disciplines and theoretical paradigms. In international
relations, realists view globalisation with skepticism, emphasizing the enduring primacy of state
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power and the anarchic nature of the international system. They argue that globalisation does not
diminish state sovereignty but rather reconfigures the strategies of powerful states.

Liberals, by contrast, see globalisation as a positive-sum process that enhances cooperation,
economic efficiency, and peace through interdependence and institutions. The liberal perspective
emphasizes the role of international organizations, free markets, and democratic governance in
fostering a stable global order.

Marxist and neo-Marxist theories highlight the exploitative nature of global capitalism, viewing
globalisation as a vehicle for reinforcing global inequalities and the dominance of transnational
corporations and developed countries over the Global South. Constructivists, meanwhile, focus
on how globalisation transforms identities, norms, and discourses, altering the very meaning of
sovereignty, citizenship, and power.

Each of these perspectives offers important insights into how globalisation reshapes the world
order, underscoring the need for a multidimensional and critical approach.

Historical Evolution of the Global Order

The origins of globalisation can be traced to the expansion of trade networks, colonial empires,
and maritime exploration from the 15th century onwards. However, the modern phase of
globalisation began in the 19th century with the Industrial Revolution, the spread of capitalism,
and imperial domination.

The 20th century witnessed both the intensification and fragmentation of globalisation. The two
World Wars and the Great Depression led to economic protectionism and political instability,
while the post-World War Il order, anchored in U.S. hegemony and liberal institutionalism,
facilitated the expansion of global trade and cooperation through institutions like the United
Nations, International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT), later the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The late 20th century saw a surge in globalisation due to neoliberal economic reforms,
technological revolutions, and the end of the Cold War. The so-called "Washington Consensus™
promoted deregulation, privatization, and free trade as universal norms. However, the 2008
global financial crisis has exposed the vulnerabilities and imbalances of this order.

Globalisation and State Sovereignty

One of the most debated issues in globalisation studies is its impact on state sovereignty. On the
one hand, globalisation appears to erode traditional forms of sovereignty by empowering non-
state actors, facilitating cross-border flows of capital, information, and people, and subjecting
states to international rules and norms.

1 15 A Monthly Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International e-Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories

International Journal in Commerce, IT & Social Sciences
http://www.ijmr.net.in email id- ifmss@



IJCISS Vol.1 Issue-03, (December, 2014) ISSN: 2394-5702
International Journal in Commerce, IT & Social Sciences

Multinational corporations, international organizations, and global civil society increasingly
influence domestic policies and constrain state autonomy. For example, international trade
agreements often limit states’ ability to regulate industries or protect local economies.

On the other hand, states remain central actors in global governance and often adapt their
functions to manage global challenges. Many scholars argue that sovereignty has not disappeared
but transformed into a more complex, shared, and networked form of authority. Moreover,
powerful states continue to shape globalisation to their advantage, while weaker states struggle to
assert their interests.

Impact on International Institutions and Governance

Globalisation has both empowered and challenged international institutions. Organizations such
as the United Nations, World Trade Organization, World Bank, and IMF play crucial roles in
coordinating responses to global issues like trade, finance, development, and climate change.

However, these institutions often face legitimacy crises due to perceived democratic deficits,
unequal representation, and policy prescriptions that favor the interests of developed nations. For
instance, structural adjustment programs imposed by the IMF in the 1980s and 1990s are
criticized for exacerbating poverty and inequality in the Global South.

New governance frameworks have emerged, including global public-private partnerships,
transnational networks, and informal groupings like the G20. While these innovations address
the limitations of formal institutions, they also raise concerns about transparency, accountability,
and the fragmentation of authority.

Economic Globalisation and Inequality

Economic globalisation—characterized by the liberalization of trade, investment, and finance—
has produced mixed outcomes. On the positive side, it has spurred economic growth, lifted
millions out of poverty, and facilitated technological diffusion.

However, it has also intensified global inequality, both between and within countries. While
emerging economies like China and India have benefited from integration into global markets,
many least-developed countries remain marginalized. Within countries, globalisation has
contributed to wage stagnation, deindustrialization, and job insecurity, particularly in developed
economies.

The dominance of global finance, tax evasion by multinational corporations, and the influence of
international markets on domestic economic policy raise serious questions about the distributive
justice of the global economy. Addressing these imbalances requires reforms in global trade
rules, financial regulation, and redistributive policies.
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Globalisation and Cultural Change

Cultural globalisation refers to the cross-border flow of ideas, values, media, and lifestyles. It has
led to greater intercultural exchange, cosmopolitanism, and the spread of global norms such as
human rights, environmentalism, and gender equality.

At the same time, it has triggered concerns about cultural homogenization, the erosion of
traditional identities, and the dominance of Western consumer culture. The proliferation of
digital media and global brands often marginalizes local cultures and languages.

Resistance to cultural globalisation can be seen in the rise of identity politics, cultural
nationalism, and efforts to preserve indigenous traditions. Thus, cultural globalisation is a
double-edged sword that promotes both integration and fragmentation.

Security and Global Interdependence

Globalisation has reshaped the landscape of international security.Globalization of technology
has wrought many changes - national armies are retooled to fight high intensity,high technology
conflicts and less equipped to fight low intensity conflicts among ethnic groups where the
objective of entering a war is unclear.Traditional military threats are increasingly accompanied
by transnational risks such as terrorism, cyberattacks, climate change, and organized crime.

These complex security challenges require cooperative responses that transcend national
borders.There has been emergence of distinctively new forms of warfare—terrorist
attacks,weapons of mass destruction(WMD),fear of cyber war— all have come to dominate the
contemporary security agenda.Though nothing in the above is new yet recent events have put
forth distinctively new concerns and fears.They highlight the need for global coordination in
public health, vaccine distribution, and economic recovery.

Global security governance remains fragmented and often dominated by national interests. In the
post cold war era ‘the assumption of identification of state with security has been assaulted from
many quarters.The failure to equitably distribute and effectively mitigate climate change reflects
the limits of existing frameworks.

Moreover, globalisation can fuel insecurity by weakening social cohesion, increasing inequality,
and enabling the rapid spread of extremist ideologies. Ensuring human security in the age of
globalisation requires a shift from state-centric to people-centered approaches.

Resistance to Globalisation: Nationalism and Populism

In recent years, there has been a growing backlash against globalisation, manifested in the rise of
nationalism, populism, and protectionism. Movements such as Brexit, the election of nationalist
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leaders, and anti-globalist protests reflect widespread discontent with global economic
integration and its perceived consequences.

Populist leaders often blame globalisation for job losses, cultural dilution, and loss of
sovereignty. They advocate for border control, economic nationalism, and withdrawal from
international agreements.

While some critiques of globalisation highlight real grievances, the solutions offered by populist
movements can undermine multilateral cooperation, democratic norms, and international
stability. Understanding and addressing the roots of anti-globalisation sentiment is essential for
preserving a more inclusive and sustainable world order.

Post-Globalisation or De-Globalisation?

The concept of de-globalisation has gained currency in the wake of geopolitical tensions and
trade wars. Trends such as reshoring of industries, tighter immigration controls, and digital
protectionism suggest a partial retreat from hyper-globalisation.

However, rather than a complete reversal, the world may be entering a new phase of selective or
managed globalisation. Supply chain resilience, strategic autonomy, and regional integration are
becoming priorities, especially in critical sectors like healthcare, energy, and technology.

At the same time, digital globalisation continues to expand, with growing interdependence in
information, communication, and data flows. The future of globalisation will likely involve a
rebalancing between global cooperation and national sovereignty, efficiency and resilience,
openness and regulation.

Conclusion

In the 21st century,the security environment will increasingly operate in the space defined by
interpenetration between the two spheres of globalization and security.Globalisation has
profoundly transformed the structure and dynamics of the world order. It has generated
opportunities for economic growth, cultural exchange, and international cooperation, while also
exacerbating inequalities, undermining state autonomy, and triggering political backlash.

The impact of globalisation on world order is thus complex and contested. It challenges
traditional notions of sovereignty and power, reconfigures global governance, and necessitates
new approaches to security, justice, and sustainability. The world is at a crossroads, facing a
choice between fragmentation and cooperation, exclusion and inclusion, competition and
solidarity.
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To navigate the challenges of a globalised world, a renewed commitment to multilateralism,
equity, and human-centered development is essential. Only by addressing the contradictions of
globalisation can we build a more just, stable, and inclusive world order.
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