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Abstract

Assam, located in the northeastern region of India, has experienced complex political and
economic challenges shaped by illegal migration, insurgency, and uneven regional development.
These issues are deeply interconnected and have significantly influenced the state’s governance,
ethnic relations, and economic progress. This research article analyses the political economy of
Assam by examining the causes and consequences of illegal migration, the rise and persistence of
insurgent movements, and disparities in regional development. The study highlights how political
interests, identity politics, and resource distribution patterns have shaped Assam’s development
trajectory. It concludes that sustainable peace and development require balanced policies that
address security concerns, migration management, and inclusive economic growth. The study is
based on secondary sources.
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l. INTRODUCTION
Assam has long held strategic, economic, and cultural importance due to its geographical location,
rich natural resources, and ethnic diversity. The state is endowed with tea, oil, coal, forests, and
fertile agricultural land. Despite these advantages, Assam has lagged behind in terms of
industrialization and economic development compared to many other Indian states.

One of the central issues affecting Assam’s political economy is illegal migration, particularly
from neighboring regions, which has altered demographic patterns and intensified ethnic tensions.
These demographic changes have contributed to political mobilization and social unrest, leading
to insurgency movements. Insurgency, in turn, has disrupted economic activities, discouraged
investment, and hindered development.

Regional disparities within Assam, especially between urban and rural areas and between the
Brahmaputra Valley and peripheral regions, have further complicated the situation. Understanding
the political economy of Assam requires examining the interaction between migration, insurgency,
and development within broader political and institutional frameworks.
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1. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objectives of this research are:

I.  To analyze the political economy of Assam in the context of illegal migration, insurgency,
and regional development.
ii.  To examine the causes and consequences of illegal migration in Assam.
iii.  To study the relationship between illegal migration and insurgency movements.

1L METHODOLOGY

This study is analytical and descriptive in nature. It focuses on understanding the structural
relationships between migration, insurgency, and economic development in Assam from a political
economy perspective. The study is based on secondary sources of data, including:

o Government reports and policy documents

e Census of India reports

e Books and academic journals

« Research articles and dissertations

e Reports of committees and commissions

« Newspaper articles and credible online sources

IV. DISCUSSION

The political economy of Assam reveals a vicious cycle where illegal migration fuels ethnic
tensions, which in turn bolster insurgency and hamper development. Addressing these issues
requires a multi-dimensional approach that balances security concerns with inclusive development
policies. Strengthening governance mechanisms, ensuring equitable resource distribution, and
fostering dialogue among diverse communities are critical.

Moreover, regional development strategies must be inclusive and sensitive to ethnic identities and
historical grievances. Economic integration, along with political accommodation, can help reduce
insurgent motivations. Tackling illegal migration through humane and effective border
management and social integration policies is equally important.

e lllegal Migration in Assam

Illegal migration has been one of the most sensitive and controversial issues in Assam. Illegal
migration into Assam has been a contentious issue since the mid-20th century, with significant
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influxes exacerbating demographic shifts. Migrants, often perceived as economic competitors and
cultural outsiders, have been blamed for straining local resources and altering the socio-political
balance. Migration has occurred due to economic opportunities, geographical proximity, and
historical factors. The porous international borders and demand for cheap labour have facilitated
migration.

Economic Factors

Migrants often work in agriculture, construction, and informal sectors, contributing to economic
activities. However, local populations perceive migration as a threat to employment opportunities
and land ownership.

Political Factors

Migration has been used as a political issue by various political parties to mobilize support.
Questions of citizenship, identity, and voting rights have intensified political debates.

Social and Demographic Impact

Migration has altered the demographic composition of certain regions, leading to ethnic tensions
and social conflict.

e Insurgency and Its Political Economy

The demographic shifts linked to illegal migration have intensified ethnic anxieties, leading to the
rise of various insurgent groups. Organizations such as the United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) and the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) have articulated demands that
range from autonomy to outright independence. Insurgency has had profound impacts on security,
governance, and economic activity, often disrupting development projects and creating an
environment of uncertainty that hinders investment.

Insurgency in Assam emerged as a response to perceived economic exploitation, political
marginalization, and cultural threats.

= Causes of Insurgency
Economic Causes:

e Lack of industrial development
e Unemployment among youth
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o Perception of exploitation of Assam’s natural resources
Political Causes:

o Feeling of neglect by central authorities
o Weak governance and political instability

Social Causes:

o Identity crisis
o [Fear of demographic change

Economic Impact of Insurgency

Insurgency has negatively affected Assam’s economy by:

Discouraging investment
Destroying infrastructure
Increasing security expenditure
Slowing industrial growth

YV V V V

Regional Development and Economic Disparities

The interplay of illegal migration and insurgency significantly shapes Assam’s political economy.
The state's development has been uneven, with persistent poverty, underemployment, and
infrastructure deficits in many areas. Political instability and security concerns have deterred
investment and constrained economic growth. Additionally, resource distribution has become a

flashpoint, with ethnic groups competing over land, jobs, and political representation.

Government policies aimed at development and conflict resolution have had mixed results. Efforts
to build infrastructure, promote education, and enhance livelihoods often clash with the realities
of ethnic politics and insurgent violence. The state’s economic potential remains underutilized due

to these complex socio-political dynamics.
Assam’s development has been uneven across regions.

Causes of Uneven Development

o Poor infrastructure
o Political instability
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o Lack of industrial investment
o Flood and natural disasters

Impact of Insurgency on Development

Conflict has diverted resources from development to security and reduced economic opportunities.
Governance and Development
Weak governance and corruption have affected implementation of development programmes.
e Interrelationship Between lllegal Migration, Insurgency, and Development
These three factors are interconnected:

« lllegal migration has contributed to ethnic tensions.
« Ethnic tensions have contributed to insurgency.

« Insurgency has hindered economic development.

o Lack of development has further fuelled insurgency.

This creates a cycle of conflict and underdevelopment.
e Government Policies and Responses

The government has taken various measures:

Security Measures:

« Military operations against insurgents
e Strengthening border security

Political Measures:

o Peace talks with insurgent groups
e Autonomous councils

Economic Measures:

o Development programmes
o Infrastructure projects
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Despite these efforts, challenges remain.

Suggestions and Policy Recommendations

The following measures are recommended:

>

>

V.

Strengthening Border Management

Effective border control is necessary.

Promoting Inclusive Development

Development programmes should benefit all communities.
Employment Generation

Creating jobs can reduce insurgency.

Good Governance

Transparency and accountability should be improved.
Peace building and Dialogue

Dialogue with stakeholders is important.

CONCLUSION

Assam’s political economy is shaped by the interaction of illegal migration, insurgency, and
regional development. These issues are interconnected and rooted in historical, political, and
economic factors. Insurgency and migration have affected governance and economic progress,
while uneven development has contributed to conflict.

For Assam to achieve sustainable peace and development there is a need for balanced policies that
address migration, improve governance, promote inclusive development, and strengthen political
stability.
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